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DETERMINATION OF INVESTIGATIVE JURISDICTION
AND ORDER TO INVESTIGATE

UPON REVIEW of this complaint, I find as follows:

1. This complaint was filed by Gary A. Anderson of Venice, Flonda.

z The Respondent, Dean Calamaras, allegedly serves as Mayor of the City of
Venice.

3. The complaint alleges that the Respondent negotiated a contract between the City
and a fireworks provider, and that the fireworks provider employed the Respondent’s son in
executing the contract. It further alleges that the Respondent later orchestrated an additional
payment to the company of several thousand dollars, and that he voted on both the original and
renegotiated contracts,

4. The complaint indicates a possible violation of Sections 112.313(6) and 112.3143,
Florida Statutes. Section 112.313(6), Florida Statutes, prohibits a public official from corruptly
using his position in an effort to benefit himself or others. The allegations are legally sufficient

to indicate that the Respondent may have violated the statute by hiring a company which he



knew would, in turn, employ his son. As to Section 112.4143, Florida Statutes, this provision
prohibits a public officer from voting on any measure which would inure to his own special
private gain or which he knows would inure to the special private gain of a relative. The
allegations are legally sufficient to indicate that the Respondent may have violated Section
112.3143 by voting on a contract and a contract amendment which may have benefited his son.

WHEREFORE, staff of the Commission on Ethics shall conduct a preliminary
investigation of this complaint for a probable cause determination of whether the Respondent has
violated Sections 112.313(6) and 112.3143, Florida Statutes, as set forth above,
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Bonnie J. Williﬁs

Fxecutive Director
Florida Commission on Ethics
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ORIGINAL

REPORT
OF

INVESTIGATION

COMMISSION ON ETHICS

STATE OF FLORIDA

Complaint Number 03-161

NOTICE CONCERNING CONFIDENTIALITY

This report of investigation concerns an alleged violation of Chapter 112, Part I, Florida Statutes,
ar other breach of public trust under provisions of Article I, Section 8, Florida Constitution. The
Report and any exhibits may be confidential (exempt from the public records law) pursuant to
Section 112.324, Florida Statutes, and Chapter 34-5, F.A.C,, the rules of the Commission on Ethics.
Unless the Respondent has waived the confidentiality in writing, this report will remain confidential
until one of the following occurs: (1) the complaint is dismissed by the Commission; (2) the
Commission finds sufficient evidence to order a public hearing; or (3} the Commission orders a
public report 2s a final disposition of the matter.
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